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PRESIDENTôS REPORT 
  

Our 2023-2024 Rotary year began with the inspiring motto ñCreate 
Hope in the World.ò  It gave us direction and focus for all the 
events and projects that were to come. 

Within the first four weeks we were made aware that the RC Chel-
tenham would be closing its doors after 52 years. It was particular-
ly poignant that they came to us, as Cheltenham had chartered us 
in 1985. All five members who joined have made a positive impact 
on our club; they have volunteered enthusiastically and have ac-
cepted key positions in the club for the upcoming 2024-2025 year. 

Our Community Committee was busy throughout the year giving 
support to charities and organisations close to home and beyond. 
We packed Bags of Love for Impact at Christmas and Motherôs 
Day, made donations of food to Mattôs place for people living rough 
as well as Christmas Hampers. We engaged with the Angel Tree 
project again buying gifts for parents held in the justice system. We 
also provided and packed essential items for mothers and new-
born babies in the Highlands of Papua New Guinea.  

We supported students at the Beaumaris Secondary College 
through donations to their mentoring programs: Positive Masculini-
ty in 2023 and Rite Mentoring in 2024. We also supported the Mel-
bourne Indigenous Transition School for their welcome camp in 
2024, through a District Grant. 

Our International Committee produced a high-quality film of their 
visit to Sabu Island in Indonesia, where the club has offered sup-
port for 15 years. Our club members Geoff Stockdale, Mark Pere-
laer, Max (John) Manks and family members travelled to Sabu 
under their own auspices. The film was created by Christopher 
Sferrazzo and was highlighted at the District conference in 
Warrnambool.  

Our Farmerôs Market finally re-surfaced during the year after stren-
uous negotiations between Chris Mara and the Community Mar-
kets. Our monthly markets have been beset with rain, public holi-
days and a smaller than desired number of stallholders, but never-
theless, our community supporters have commented that ñits good 
to see you back.ò  

Fundraising was managed by Tim Parsons, and he oversaw a 
huge schedule for the 3-day Ironman event and a successful Bun-
nings sausage sizzle. Heather DôArcy enthusiastically fundraised 
for Bayside Community Care and Megan Glenwright for Team 
Sports for All. 

Our Charity Golf Days (Sandy Links and Royal Melbourne) were 
sold out and we raised significant funds particularly at Royal Mel-
bourne, where we share proceeds with the Black Rock Sports 
Auxiliary. Our main beneficiary of the day is the Sandringham Hos-
pital. 

We enjoyed two trips to the RC Warracknabeal for a Vocational 
visit and secondly to join in the celebrations of their 90th Rotary 
anniversary. On both occasions the visit to Rotarian Peter Martinôs 
farm was illuminating. We learnt a great deal about harvesting and 
breeding sheep. 

We also trekked to Warrnambool for our District Conference. 

There were excellent speakers and our costume designer Shirley 
Mirams made sure we were well outfitted for the theme 
ñMasquerade Ball,ò for which we earned a Special Mention.  

Our Club Service team has been hard working this past year. The 
Membership team (Soula Deville and Gail Parsons) has been ac-
tive recruiting new members, making them welcome and insuring 
they are connected to committees straight away. Gail Parsons 
served a second role as Fellowship organiser, expertly choosing 
interesting places to visit, and to eat heartily. Her outstanding 
achievement was to manage that a horse race at the War-
racknabeal Races be named the Rotary Club of Beaumaris race. 

Lynda Doutch prepared an interesting array of speakers this year, 
many with new and relevant projects for us to consider. Roy 
Seager fulfilled his role as Attendance Officer with his usual enthu-
siasm and flair. His commentary on the food at Victoria Golf Club 
is highly anticipated each week. 

We made a new position for a Grants Officer this year with Robyn 
Vincin taking the inaugural role. She has already submitted appli-
cations for a Bayside Grant as well as the District Grant 2024-2025 
round.  

Our Communication/ Media Team has put in an outstanding effort 
this year. David Lea continues to put out In Gear each fortnight 
and gathers photos from different sources to illustrate our efforts. 
We appreciate his efforts in keeping In Gear going and archiving 
important documents. Chris DôArcy and Liz Tanzimat are an in-
credible team. They keep the website up-to-date by changing the 
focus stories on the front page regularly and keeping all the infor-
mation current.  Chris also manages the ñthermometerò on the 
website. To date (May 2024) RC Beaumaris has given 1442 volun-
teer hours to the community and given away $61,428 in donations, 
not including the additional donations that will be made following 
the Bayside Charity Golf Day. 

Our finances have been managed by our very experienced Treas-
urer James Glenwright, whose monthly spread sheets are a work 
of art. We have ended the year in a healthy financial position.  

On a sad note, we farewelled a much-loved member of our club ï 
Richard Jones ï who passed away after a long and brave battle 
with cancer.  His contribution to the club was extensive, as a Past 
President and director of most areas of service at one time or an-
other. He will be greatly missed. 

I wish to thank all members of the Board for their outstanding ef-
forts this year: Trish Smyth (Secretary), PP Chris DôArcy, Treasur-
er James Glenwright, Director of Community Chris Mara, Director 
of Youth Vivienne Zoppolato, Director of International Richard Pot-
ter, Farmers Market Manager & Fundraising Tim Parsons, PE Da-
vid Hone and Pres Nominee Peter Murie. 

It has been an honour to serve the club in the role of President this 
year and I wish PE David Hone all the best for his coming year. 

Dr Denise Grocke, AO 
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TREASURERôS REPORT  

 

 
OPERATING (GENERAL) ACCOUNT 

This account is used for the administration of the Club 
and is separate from all fundraising and project activities. 
Its main income-is Member's Dues, and it pays dues to 
District, RDU Magazine, and Rotary International, plus 
the general running costs of the Club Members Dues 
have remained at $320pa for several years. "Other In-
come" and "Operating Costs" often include offsets for 
such things as fellowship events, which are cost neutral. 
This year we welcomed five transfer Members from 
Cheltenham RC and 4 other new Members, increasing 

our Members Dues.  

Again, this year Members meeting donations have most-

ly supported the Project Account. 

 

FUNDRAISING (PROJECT) ACCOUNT 

The Club's fundraising activities and annual donations 
are controlled through this account. Income includes all 
farmers Market receipts and payments, and final distri-
bution from the Bayside Charity Golf Days, plus other 
fundraising activities, donations and grants. Comments 

on our Donations can be found elsewhere in this report. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

The year-end figures are based on unaudited accounts 
to the end of April plus estimates. The Board receives 
monthly Balance Sheet, Transaction and YTD Profit and 
loss financial statements, which are also available to 
Members. The accounts are externally reviewed each 

year. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Our traditional Bayside Golf Day at RMGC continues to 
thrive, and Our Sandy Links competition, in its third year, 
continues to grow. We re-commenced our farmer's mar-
ket in December, and grants and other fundraising initia-
tives aided our result. Our giving has supported local, 
National and International projects and programs, includ-
ing mental health, local organisations assisting the 

needy, and natural disasters both locally and abroad. 

The Club remains financially sound and well placed to 

continue our service to others. 

James Glenwright 
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CLUB SERVICE  

SECRETARY &  

Club Service 

This year we had the usual group of Rotarians making the 

Club function through Club Service  

Foundation ï John Beaty 

Almoner ï Judy Darby  

Attendance ï Roy Seager  

Fellowship ï Gail Anderson 

Club Protection ï Ken Mirams 

Grants Officer ï Robyn Vincin 

On to Conference ï Chris DôArcy 

Financial Review ï Tony Phillips (Hon) 

Program and Duties Roster ï Lynda Doutch 

Alumni ï Trish Yates 

Communication / Website ï David Lea / Liz Tanzimat 

(Hon) / Chris DôArcy 

Many of these give their own report so I will not repeat 
what they have to say but thank them all for their dedicat-
ed service to the club. Mention needs to be made of our 
programme administrator, Lynda Doutch, who ensured we 
enjoyed another full year of stimulating speakers.  Lynda  
sourced excellent speakers across diverse topics with an 
emphasis on where we might be able to help.  She also 
efficiently ran.  duty roster. Roy Seager needs to be 
thanked for managing the attendance list with accuracy 
and maintaining an interesting commentary on the high-

lights and food choices of our meetings at VGC. 

The Rotary Foundation this year has once again been 
overseen by John Beaty while Ken Mirams continues to 
be our Club Protection Officer, availing the club of any 

recent developments.  

Trish Yates has made a start on the challenge of keeping 
in touch with our club alumni. The new District 9815 is 

now offering help with this. 

Chris DôArcy and Liz Tanzimat continue to work on im-
proving our web presence. Thanks to David Lea for the 
regular In Gear publication and for running the A/V at our 

weekly meetings.  

Robin Vincin took on the new role of Grants Officer where 
she provided advice to the Board and members seeking 

grants from the Distinct Council or from other areas. 

Judy Darby was our Club almoner which sadly these days 

is no sinecure.  

Finally, mention should be made of Tony Phillips, who has 

been a Club member, reviewed our annual accounts for 
many years and now, as an honorary member, continues 

to do the same. 

David Hone 

Secretary 

Following a period of standing in for Trish Smyth, I took 
over as Club Secretary on 24th April.  We held 11 Board 
meetings this year.   Agendas and minutes were produced 
for each meeting and the minutes once approved are 
available on the club Google Drive.  In February we intro-
duced a summary for members of all the main discussion 
points at board meetings as a way of keeping everyone up 
to date on the workings of the club.  This is sent out to 
members as an e mail within two or three days of each 

board meeting.  Feedback has been positive.  

Our Annual General Meeting was held on 19th October 
2023 and a Special General Meeting to approve the clubôs 
new Constitution and By Laws was held on 22nd February.  
Following the meetings, all necessary documentation was 
lodged with Consumer Affairs.  The board also held a spe-
cial meeting in February to establish a way forward for 
Beaumaris Secondary Collegeôs Zero School Dropouts 

program. 

Members Working With Children checks have all been 
reviewed and updated, any superseded records relating 
have been shredded.  Trish and I have also updated the 
clubôs records in the Rotary International, Rotary Down 
Under and District 9810 (ClubRunner) data bases.  Pro-
gress against the clubôs chosen RI goals have also been 

updated in the Rotary Club Central dashboard. 

Trish managed the District 9810 Rotary clothing offer and 
the issues resulting from some esoteric clothing sizing.  
The integration of ex Cheltenham members and the Chel-
tenham PHF points exercise also made additional calls on 

the secretaryôs time. 

I would like to thank Trish Smyth for her help in handing 
on this role.  We have a couple of items outstanding which 

will be completed by 1st July. 

Chris DõArcy, Trish Smyth 
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FUNDRAISING 

For those of you with good memories you will recall that we lost our 
long running Farmers Market at Royal Avenue that we ran in conjunc-
tion with VFM in March 2023, therefore putting us on the back foot 

with regards to raising money for our worthwhile causes. 

In June the President Elect (Denise Grocke) made an approach and 
asked if I would become the Director of Fundraising and join her new-
ly formed Board. Not an easy portfolio to take on, but I readily accept-

ed the challenge. 

I considered the options available and quickly ruled out sponsored 
walks of the Kokoda Trail and Mount Kilimanjaro and went for the old 
family favourite of a Bunnings Sausage Sizzle. This took place on 
Saturday 5th August and three teams of five carried out their duties 
diligently. Without going into the minute details, we sold 1088 sausag-
es, and our efforts were well rewarded. A special note of thanks to 

Gail who ably assisted with all the running around from start to finish.  

Our next venture took place on Monday 2nd October when Heather 
DôArcy organised a Mah-Jong Charity Day at Brighton Bowls Club, 
this had been well received the previous year and credit to Heather 
for arranging another successful day. A big thank you to Louise Sawle 
who sold her homemade Wheat Bags and Heather Chisolm who sold 
homemade jams and chutneys that were beautifully presented. All 
monies raised went towards Bayside Community Care Victoria, 

Christmas Hampers Fund. 

On Saturday 28th October Megan Glenwright arranged a raffle prize 
draw at the Onyx Café in Reserve Road in aid of Team Sports for All. 
The event was sold out in advance (including 20 Rotarians, Partners 
& Friends) and were entertained by local celebrity Johnny Vegas. 
This turned out to be another successful evening and a sizeable 
cheque was handed over to Team Sports for All on the 23rd of Novem-

ber at Victoria Golf Club. 

I believe that our biggest adventure in the world of Fundraising took 
place over the weekend of 10/11/12th November when the club ably 
helped in the Ironman 70.3 Competition that was based in Catani 
Gardens, St Kilda. Arrangements for this event began in July and 
were four months in the making. The first two days dealt with registra-
tion of competitors (20 Volunteers in total) and the final day involved 

23 Volunteers who acted as Race Marshalls.  

I must thank all those who volunteered their services including friends 
and relatives of our Club Members, and a special note of thanks to 
Lynda Doutch who acted as Team Leader over the two days of regis-
tration and overseeing the logistical side of transport and parking for 

our volunteers.  

I also acknowledge the contribution of Trish Yates whose help was 
greatly appreciated in organising the 23 Volunteers for the Race Mar-

shalling on the Sunday.  

Everyone likes Trivia, and on Friday 24th November Heather Darcy 
organised another very successful evening at Brighton Golf Club, 
following on from her endeavours the previous year. Once again, all 
monies raised went towards the Christmas Hampers at Bayside 
Community Care. These types of Fundraising Events do not just 
happen and once again I acknowledge all the time and effort Heather 

put in behind the scenes. 

The Christmas Wine Raffle where Rotary Members are asked to 
donate a bottle of their choice towards the prizes. Tickets were sold 

(in the rain) at the Concourse on Saturday 2nd December by our Vol-
unteers, and at our new Community Farmers Market on the following 
Saturday. The Wine Raffle was well received by the public at large 

and the ticket sales helped to build up our Fundraising pot. 

The Sandy Links Pro-Am Gold Day was held on Monday 4th March 
2024. Our third year of what promises to become another annual 
event on the PGA and charity golf calendar saw a full field for the 
morning and afternoon shotgun events, with teams of three players 

paired with a PGA associate, enjoying an excellent day out. 

Our thanks go to Golf Australia, PGA and the Sandy Links Team for 
supporting this unique event, and to our Club and BRSA Volunteers 
who help to make it all happen without an issue. Thanks to our spon-
sors for their support of this event (see below). Next yearôs event is 
expected to be held in March; the exact date being decided by the 

PGA. 

These Golf Days are the bulk of our annual Fundraising efforts, which 

in turn means that we as a Club continue to support our community. 

A huge thank you to all the Volunteers who came and supported our 
major annual fundraiser at The Royal Melbourne Golf Club on Mon-
day 20th May 2024. We had a full field of 372 players across the three 
events being run on the day, supported by around 30 Volunteers, plus 
the wonderful people at Royal Melbourne Golf Club who looked after 

us and the players so well. 

25 Members and Partners were involved in the day, some working 
multiple shifts and some with multiple roles throughout the day. Our 
joint venture partners Black Rock Sports Auxiliary also had about 
eight people present. Congratulations to all the players and especially 

all the winners of each event. 

Our thanks to our sponsors, Bayside City Council, Land Rover Bright-
on, Sandringham Community Bank, PKF, Wilson Storage, House of 

Golf Mentone, Surepak and Destination HQ. 

I would like to acknowledge and thank our hardworking Committee, 
Graham Ludecke OAM and Malcolm Brand from BRSA, Peter Flude, 
Lynda Doutch, Jim O Brian and Tony Phillips. I would also like to 
acknowledge the many years of dedication by our dear friend Richard 

Jones who sadly passed away in May. 

Finally, a massive thank you to James Glenwright, our Treasurer who 
made sure that both Golf Days were well organised and ensuring that 

these were an excellent Fundraising venture.  

The Community Farmers Market at Royal Avenue is scheduled for 
Saturday 8th June and will be our 6th venture with our new partners. It 
is still a work in progress and there is a big effort on our part to make 
this a success going forward. There are positive signs, and with the 
support of all members we can only build on what we have achieved 
so far. 
 
Overall, a very good fundraising year for our club. 
 

Tim Parsons 
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WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA 

FOUNDATION 

Website and Social Media. 

The club website https://beaumarisrotary.club is coming 
up to the end of its second year in the revised format.  
Since it started over 3,500 visitors have made some 8,500 
visits to the site.  The most popular pages are the Home 
Page, the two pages detailing the Charity Golf Days and 
the page with information about our Farmers Market.  The 
structure and overall look of the site is managed by our 
Webmaster honorary member Liz Tanzimat.  It is interest-
ing to note that Liz manages to do this whether she is in 

Australia, New Zealand, Italy, France, or the UK.  

During this last year we have added more links to useful 
items including the club Google Calendar and past annual 

reports. 

The home page has also changed.  Most notably it now 
features a ñThermometerò showing the volunteer hours put 
in by club members and a dollar total for funds donated by 
the club to the various organisations and causes we sup-
port.  The thermometer is flanked by two feature panels 
that briefly detail the work of causes we support.  We aim 
to update these panels every two to three months.  In ad-
dition, the Home Page Side Bar features a link to our 
Presidentôs Blog which is updated every two weeks.  Club 
Service Chairs provide material relevant to their areas of 
responsibility which can be found in the Focus Areas and 
Key Projects pages. Back numbers of the clubôs fortnightly 
newsletter In Gear can also accessed by links on the web-
site.  We have a photo gallery which will be the next page 
to be updated.  The site has proved to be a strong promo-
tional tool for the club and won a District 9810 excellence 

award in June 2023.  We hope to win again in 2024. 

Our Social Media pres-
ence is currently limited to the Clubôs Facebook page.  
The page has just over 600 followers but reaches 1,500 to 
1,700 people over a 90-day period.  Posts here are mainly 
in the week leading up to the Farmers Market showcasing 
different aspects of the market.  We do also include mate-
rial that showcases the work of Beaumaris Rotary in the 
community and share posts from other community organi-

sations where appropriate.   

Chris DõArcy 

 

Foundation 

Our Club continues to be a strong supporter of Rotaryôs 

principal charity, The Rotary Foundation. 

For the 2023-24 year the Club and Members have contrib-
uted a combined total of $9,345, or $228 per member. 
This compares favourably with recent contributions of 
$8142 in 2022-23 and $7887 in 2021-22 and is also in line 

with the District average. 

Our Club has 17 EREY (Every Rotarian Every Year) 
Members and five Sustaining Members (contributions of 

more than USD100 annually). 

The Rotary Foundation is Rotaryôs worldwide charitable 

Fund, which support projects such as End Polio Now, and 

provides Global and District grants for numerous Club 

projects. 

 

John Beaty  

https://beaumarisrotary.club

