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Serving the Community since  1985 

IN GEAR 

Next Meetings 
 

Thursday 23 March  
Speaker: Debby Chaves 

Topic: Beaumaris Secondary College Update 
Chair: Tony McKenna 

Attendance: David Hone, Charmaine Jansz 

 

Thursday 30 March  
Speaker: Ashka Munshi  

Topic: Bayside Urban Forest Strategy 
Chair: Malcolm Sawle 

Attendance: Antony Nixon, Jim O'Brien 

 

Thursday 6 April  
No Meeting due to Easter 

 

Thursday 13 April  
Fellowship night at  

Fat Bobs Bar and Grill Club  

Details on Page 7 
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Presidents Piece 

We received news on Thursday that Regional Farmers Markets 
had cancelled our Farmers Market on Easter Saturday.  They 
said that they were unable to provide sufficient stall holders due 
to commitments elsewhere.  Whilst we know that our markets 
suffer from reduced foot traffic on long weekends, this will mean 
we will suffer a reduction in much needed revenue.  Our market 
revenue has been below plan all year and this cancellation will 
make the situation worse.  The board is reviewing our ability to 
fully fund budgeted expenditure in the last quarter of this Rotary 
year.  We are now more than ever dependent on our Golf Days 
so please respond to James Glenwright and give generously of 
your time at Royal Melbourne on 22nd May.  We need to ensure 

that this event is an ongoing success.   

I had already taken steps to convene a meeting with the other 
Rotary Clubs in our cluster who all hold a market of some kind.  
Against a background of increasing pressures on disposable 
income and a plethora of markets in the greater bayside area, 
we are all suffering from a reduction in revenue compared to pre 
Covid levels.  We will be looking at our business models, what 
we can do to improve our customer’s experience and what we 

can do to better support each other. 

The five Rotary districts in Victoria have committed to spend 
$30,000 on a “Peace Bell” to be commissioned as part of the 
Rotary International Convention Celebrations.  Clubs in our 
district have been asked to contribute towards the cost.  I have 
declined.  On the recommendation of our International 
Committee, the board has unanimously agreed to make 
donations to both the Turkiye and New Zealand disaster 

appeals. 

As I think everybody now knows, 
next year’s District Conference 
will be held at Warrnambool 
between 22nd and 24th March. 
The conference venue is the 
Light House Theatre. Heather 
and I are taking a trip to 
Warrnambool on Wednesday to 
look at accommodation and restaurant options.  I will be writing 
to everybody shortly to get an early indication of likely 

Venue is VGC, 6:30 for 7:00 unless otherwise noted.  

Hybrid by request.  See page 2. 
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Future Events Calendar 

attendance so that I have an idea of numbers.   

On Thursday morning Trish Smyth and I are attending the 
Bayside Business Network’s breakfast meeting to re-

establish contact. 

We have two great speakers lined up for the rest of 
March.  This Thursday 23rd we have Debby Chaves from 
Beaumaris Secondary College giving us an update.  The 
two school captains will also be joining us.  On Thursday 
30th we have Ashka Munshi from Bayside Council talking 
about Bayside's Urban Forest Strategy.  I heard Ashka 

talk about this at a council consultative committee 
meeting.  The council is using street by street heat maps 
to plan the provision of increased tree cover to help 
reduce local temperatures.  From memory Beaumaris 

features in one of the early phases. 

Enjoy the rest of March. 

President Chris. 

Hybrid by Request Login 

Future Hybrid Meetings will only be available on request. 

So if you want to login to a meeting please advise Roy Seager 

at least 24 hours before the meeting. 

To login just click on the image to the right and follow the 

prompts. 

You can test run this beforehand if you wish.  Just remember to 

end your session. 

 

Calendar of Future Events. For more details click on links to Club Calendar below. 

Calendar QR code 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85169193744?pwd=TzhPcGFsMis3TW1NVVpsVnQrcHN0QT09
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=beaumarisrotary%40gmail.com&ctz=Australia%2FSydney
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Meeting Survey Outcomes 

Thanks to everyone who replied to 
the recent short survey.  It was sent 
to all 42 active members, and I re-
ceived 36 replies by the cut-off date.  
The object of the survey was to pro-
vide the club’s board with a factual 
basis for future decisions on where 

the club should meet and the format and frequency of 

meetings. 

There was a very strong preference to remain at Victoria 
Golf Club and meet on a Thursday evening, 92% of re-
spondents in both cases.  There was a fairly even split on 
the question of cost.  53% accepted a cost of more than 
$40 and 47% were looking for a meeting cost of less than 
$40.  There was also an even split on the preferred fre-
quency of our meetings.  44% wanted weekly and 56% 
preferred 2 weekly.  Respondents were generally (81%) 

satisfied with the numbers of guest speakers. 

A total of 12 alternate venues were suggested ranging 
from Mentone RSL to The Brighton Beach Hotel.  A sub 
committee of the board is in the process of reviewing the 
suitability of these venues against a set of criteria which 
include meal costs and availability of catering, room hire 
charges, venue access, AV support, parking availability, 
general security, exclusive use of a meeting space and 

minimum / guaranteed number requirements. 

Based on the results of the survey the Board has decided 

that: 

• We will continue to make Victoria Golf Club our 
home base.  When we rate VGC against our meet-

ing criteria it performs well.   

• There should be an opportunity for members to 

meet weekly. 

• We will look to reduce the number of meetings we 
hold at VGC which will reduce the overall cost of 
Beaumaris Rotary meetings.  We have already 
started this process.  There will only be two meet-
ings at VGC in April.  There is no meeting on the 
Thursday before Easter and the Thursday after 
Easter is a fellowship night at Fat Bob’s in Moorab-
bin.  In May there will not be a meeting on 25th May.  
In stead we will be having a post Golf Day get to-
gether at a suitable venue on Monday 22nd. The RI 
convention also starts at the end of that week.  It is 
important however that as many members as pos-
sible support our meetings when they are at VGC 
so we remain an attractive proposition.  I am target-

ing 30+. 

• We plan to try and reintroduce more vocational vis-
its and visits to other Rotary Clubs.  Lynda Doutch 
is currently arranging for us to visit Disaster Aid – 
Smart Aid in June to see what they do and specifi-

cally learn about the Sky Hydrant.   

• If we can identify an alternate venue that is suitable 
for semi regular club meetings, we will try making 
use of that for evenings when we want to have 
committee meetings or club business planning 
meetings.  Evenings with an invited external speak-

er will remain at VGC. 

Chris D’Arcy 

 

Vivienne’s Poem 
 

Hofmann drove up the Hume to Can-ber-ra, 

But to drive home down the coast was an-err-ra, 

His car hitched a ride on a tow truck, 

Causing Hofmann to say #@*& 

Regional roads in Victoria are *&#@, 

And the beamer a pothole did hit. 

The tyre was now flat and not round, 

And a new one had to be found. 

 

Now tyres for Toyotas are common, 

But tyres for Beamers are a problom, 

The nearest tyre Hofmann could source, 

Was in Melbourne of course. 

So Luke the Towie drove Hofmann to Marlo, 

Where life is not fast but is slow, 

And where Hofmann could rest, 

And hope for the best. 

 

As the new tyre journeyed to Orbost, 

Hofmann hoped that it would not get lost. 

But the tyre did finally arrive, 

And Hofmann could continue to drive, 

Home to Beau Marie, 

In time for Rot-ar-ee! 
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Greetings from the Northern Hemisphere 

 

It’s been over 3 months since my last update, and such a lot has happened. Before leaving Parma, we had sleepovers 
in Verona, Pisa, Florence, Lucca, Milan and Venice! I’ve been asked so many times which is my favourite place, and I 

simply can’t answer because they all have something very special about them. 

We arrived in Birmingham in mid-February, and then spent a week in Cumbria and the Lake District before heading to 
Northumbria where we’ve been exploring Seahouses, Bamburgh, Alnwick, Wooler, Lindisfarne and the Farne Islands. 
We’re popping over the border into Scotland for a couple of days soon to visit Edinburgh, the highlight for me will be 

The Royal Yacht Britannia. 

Next week we move to Yorkshire for 4 weeks staying in the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding National Beauty 

(quite a mouthful). 

I’ve really enjoyed being back in England without being on a tight schedule. It’s been great catching up with old friends 
(of up to 50 years), walking around and exploring places I’ve never been to before. The countryside and coast of Eng-

land are so beautiful, the history is amazing, and the pubs are brilliant.  

So far I’ve slept in 15 different beds, visited 43 English pubs and played at 3 golf courses. I’m hoping to improve sig-

nificantly on the latter two. 

We have been so lucky with the weather. Although cold, only a few days of rain or snow has prevented us doing any-

thing. Hopefully this situation continues…. 

Cheers for now, 

Liz and Robyn. 
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Club News 

March Market Update 

 
A beautiful late summers day for our March Market with 
steady foot traffic between 10 & 11 - but only 27 stalls so 
disappointing for local patrons, RFM and of course Rota-
ry.  Our bookstall/jigsaw puzzle marquee remains popular 
and approaching a significant milestone in funds raised for 
Flying Doctors, great achievement Tim/Heather D’arcy will 
share with us all at some point. 
 
As noted at last weeks meeting the April market at Black 
Rock has been cancelled (by RFM) as its Easter weekend 
and they chose to operate a market at Churchill Island (at 
Philip Island) on that day instead of Royal Ave.  Disap-
pointing and on top of low Stallholders numbers some-
thing the Board addressed at this months meeting.    
Myself, President Chris, James & Tim are reaching out to 
local Bayside Clubs about what we can do together as we 

approach a new Rotary Year.  Watch this space.  

Chris Mara 
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Club Speakers 

Speaker 9 March: Peter Anderson 
Topic: Transport Logistics in Victoria 

Peter Anderson is one of Australia’s foremost experts in 
transport and logistics, with a lifelong career working in 
the business of freight movement for private businesses, 
and more recently Victoria’s peak transport industry repre-

sentative group. 

As Chief Executive Officer of the Victorian Transport As-
sociation (VTA), a role he has held since late 2014, Peter 
is the voice of over 800 transport and logistics operators 
in Victoria, with a focus on enhancing the productivity, 
safety, workforce development and sustainability of the 

industry through leadership and advocacy. 

Coming from a transport family, Peter has lived and 
breathed freight and logistics his whole life. He has held 
management positions since 1983, becoming only the 
second Chief Executive Officer at The Scott Group of 
Companies, where he drove major cultural change and 

business improvements. 

Peter spoke about the importance of road transport, espe-
cially trucks on our roads, as measure of our economic 
vitality and the growth which will occur in future decades. 
VTA faces a range of issues from the lack of government 
leadership in a comprehensive investment in transporta-
tion infrastructure, tackling the carbon neutrality of future 
road transports, the dislike of trucks in suburban roads by 
local residents, road safety and to the shortage of truck 
drivers etc.  
 

Speaker 16 March: Michael Strong 
Topic: Tales from the Bench 

Michael is a former solicitor, barrister, Prosecutor for the 
Queen, judge of the County Court of Victoria, Vice Presi-
dent of the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal, 
Director of the Office of Police Integrity (Victoria) and Aus-
tralian Criminal Intelligence Commission Examiner. He 
has a current appointment as Victoria’s Principal Public 

Interest Monitor.  

He is a long-serving former director and President of Ber-
ry Street, Victoria’s largest independent child and family 
welfare agency and the immediate past Chairman of 
Phoenix Australia Centre for Posttraumatic Mental Health 
at the University of Melbourne. He has served on boards 

and committees of numerous other organisations.  

Michael regaled his audience with some of the more 
amusing anecdotes from his 55 years in the law delivered 

with the style expected of a former barrister. 

He also provided an excellent insight into the issues which 
judges contemplate in sentencing offenders, particularly 
young offenders.  Do they keep them in the community 
under the control of police, parole officers and social 
workers or send them to “Pentridge College’” to complete 

their apprenticeship and build their criminal network. 
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Fellowship night at Fat Bobs Bar and Grill 

When. Thursday 13th April 6.30 pm (There is no VGC 

that night) 

 
Where. 80a Cochrane’s Rd. Moorabbin. Upstairs. 
 
Cost. $35 per person 
 
For this you have the choice of one of five single patty 
burgers with fries. Also choice of one drink either pot of 
beer from the tap choices, Soft drink from the tap choices 
or glass of wine from their selection. 
 
Unfortunately most venues have a $300 costing for pri-
vate venues. And they would only take our booking if we 
included a drink choice in our price, to negate the above 
cost. 
 
All other drinks can be paid by cash or card at the bar. 
 
The burger choices are 
 
1. FAT BOB. Grass fed beef patty, beetroot, tomato, red 
onion, tasty cheese, bacon, pineapple, egg, cos lettuce 
with Fat Bobs sauce. 
2. HUMMER. Grass fed beef patty, tomato, jalapeños, red 
onion,cucumber, tasty cheese with Hummer spicy mayo. 
3. SPARTAN. Grass fed beef patty, tomato relish, cos 
lettuce, vintage cheese, bacon, onion rings and caramel-
ised onion with Carolina BBQ sauce. 
4. LONE STAR. Southern fried chicken fillet (GF) crisp 
slaw with creole mustard. 
5. CHAMPION. 24 hour braised pulled pork, crisp slaw, 

grilled pineapple and Carolina BBQ sauce. 

 
These Burgers all include a serve of fries 

 

 

Our theme for this night is the movie Grease. 
Prizes for best costumes. 
 
The upstairs can only hold 32 seated so there will be a cut 
off. 
First in and paid are the lucky 32. 
Money to be paid into the Rotary General Bank Account 
(details available from Treasurer).  Reference, Your 
name/fat bobs. By Thursday 6th April. 
 
Please let me know if you are joining us and have paid, by 
emailing me on glenwrightmegan@gmail.com or 0418 
578 114 and letting me know your hamburger of choice. 
 
Yours in fellowship 
Megan 

mailto:glenwrightmegan@gmail.com
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Club News 
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Club News 
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Links 

Evolution of Website and In Gear 

Over the coming weeks we will be evolving the content of both the new website (link below) and In Gear with a view to 

ensuring that each is fit for purpose.  Starting this week the Sponsors pages and Club Structure will no longer be avail-

able in In Gear as they are on the website. 

 

In anticipation of possible further changes the forward club program has een uploaded onto the Club Calendar and is 

available by clicking on the image below or use the QR code below #: 

 

The Calendar is best viewed in Agenda mode.   

PLEASE GIVE THIS LINK A TRY AND LET ME KNOW HOW IT WORKS ON YOUR SYSTEM.  LET ME KNOW AT: 

beaumarisrotary@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

# QR code updated to fix fault. 

https://beaumarisrotary.club/
https://www.9810rotary.org.au/
https://my.rotary.org/en/
https://mits.vic.edu.au/
https://rotarymelbourne2023.org/index
mailto:beaumarisrotary@gmail.com
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=beaumarisrotary%40gmail.com&ctz=Australia%2FSydney

