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Prehistoric Bayside
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Image via Brain Choo

@a_fools_experiment

Ben Francischelli

Images via B. Choo, A. 

Gennari and P. Trusler
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Overview of 
Fossil Sites

ÅSite A: Beaumaris. This site 

has been known of for 

over a century and 

yielded tens of thousands

of unique fossils

ÅSite B: Officially known to 

science in October 2018. 

Still a secret . 

Paleoworld -101 on the Fossil ID Forum

@a_fools_experiment
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Geologic Age of Bayside

u The site is between 5 and 6 

million years old 

u Straddles two important 

geologic epochs : Late 

Miocene - Early Pliocene

uWarmer and more humid; ~3 

degrees warmer on average 
(than present day)

A Strat -column of the monocline at Beaumaris

@a_fools_experiment

Images via James Rule and 

Museums Victoria
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What are we finding?

@a_fools_experiment



The Deadliest Ocean of All Timeé
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Pelagornis

Images via Peter Trusler

@a_fools_experiment
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Pelagornis

ÅLargest flying bird of all 

time (wingspan >6m)

ÅPseudo -toothed birds 

ÅThe first evidence in 

Australia = tibiotarsus 

(lower leg bone)

ÅMore than just thisé
Image via Jack Wood

Image via Museums Victoria

@a_fools_experiment
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Beaked Whales

Image via Peter Schouten and Rob Lang
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The Tusks of a New Species: 2016
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1977 Beaked Whale Rostrum

12
Image via B. Francischelli
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March 2020: Beaked Whale Rostrum

Images via Connah Brecon and B. Francischelli
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Image via Connah Brecon
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June 2021 Beaked Whale
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Images via B. Francischelli
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Image via Connah Brecon
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Bone Crunching Sharks
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Carcharodon hastalis

ÅMost abundant large -
bodied shark at Site A

ÅBroad -toothed Mako 
shark

ÅHuge; similar to modern 
great whites (>6m)

ÅAncestor of the Great 
White Shark ? 

Image via Encyclopedia Britannia
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Megalodon

ÅLargest shark EVER

Å~15 metres long, 50 

metric tons?

ÅSummer visitor from 

abroad?

ÅCapable of inflicting 

mortal injuries on even a 

Fin or Blue whale. Image via Encyclopedia Britannia


